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Camera test

Model: Bronica RF645

Type: Interchangeable lens rangefinder, in-lens
leaf shutters

Frame area: 56x41.5mm
Film: 120/220, 16 and 32 exposures

Lenses: Zenzanon 45mm f4, 65mm f4 and
135mm f4.5

Focusing: Manual helical system

Exposure modes: Manual, programme AE and
aperture priority AE

Metering: Centre-weighted, five-segment sensor
Shutter speeds:

Manual 1-1/500, second, 1EV steps

Aperture priority 8-%w second. . EV steps
Programme AE 8-%s0 second, % EV steps

Flash synchronisation: All speeds

Exposure compensation: +/- 2EV, 0.5EV steps

Features: Multiple exposures, 10s self-timer,
automatic film shield

Flash: Dedicated RF20 flash gun, hotshoe and
PC connectors

Power source: 2x CR2 lithium cells
Weight: 810g body only

List price: £1,499.95 including VAT, body and
65mm lens

Distributor: Introphoto, Tel: 01628 674411
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Steve Hynes tries out Bronica’s brand
new RF645, launched at photokina

ronica has long had medium format

photography pretty well covered,

with single lens reflex cameras of

6x7, 6x6 and 6x4.5cm. There are few
places left to go, so it was almost inevitable
that the search for a new niche would lead
to a rangefinder.

Until a few years ago this was a
neglected and sparsely populated sector,
but Fuji and Mamiya have plugged most of
the gaps. Now Bronica has weighed in with
its own contender, the interchangeable
lens 6x4.5cm RF645, launched at photok-
ina and due to become available in
November.

It slots into a spot where there is no
direct rival. Its nearest competitor is the
Fujifilm GA645, an autofocus fixed lens
model available in versions with 45mm,
656mm and 55-90mm lenses. The Bronica
is more traditional, with manual focus and
interchangeable lenses.

This is a very robust camera with a
rugged and wellfinished all-metal body,
built to serve as a hard-working profes-
sional tool. Solidly built as it is, there’s lit-

tle in the way of fancy gadgetry, so the end
result is a camera that weighs less than
most professional 35mm SLRs.

Some of the weight has been saved by
using manual film wind, eliminating the
need for a drive motor and heavy-duty bat-
tery. Construction materials have also been
carefully selected to keep the weight down
while retaining the structural rigidity that
is essential in a rangefinder camera.

The base plate is made from brass and
the main body and front facing from
diecast alloy. The top section, housing the
rangefinder mechanism and viewfinder, is
made from lightweight injection-moulded
magnesium alloy.

The 645 format places an unusual restric-
tion on camera design, because the long
dimension of the format runs across the
film. If the film is run from side to side,
this results in portrait framing when the
camera is horizontal; it has to be turned
on its side for landscape format.

Most 645 SLR designs overcome this by
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45mm and 135mm won’t be equally good.

The rangefinder design gives lens engi-
neers more freedom because they don’t
have to allow rear element clearance for a
reflex mirror. Bronica’s designers have
taken advantage of this by using optically
superior symmetrical designs for all the
lenses.

Phot3§Fapher

1AIZCHIIUCLS. 1L 11dS UIC aUuvVdAlIldgC UL WOL KLY
equally well regardless of whether the camera
is horizontal or vertical, overcoming a major
shortcoming of the central strip system.

The metering sensor is located beside
the viewfinder and reads the entire field of
view. This reading is then processed accord-
ing to the angle of view of the lens fitted, so
that readings with the longer lenses are not
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sight as this means it is not possible to take
multiple exposures without touching the
camera, increasing the risk of disturbing a
critical composition.

The use of shutter lenses introduces the
need for some method of covering the film
during lens changes. Bronica gets around
this by using a shutter blind which auto- -
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